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Nora, a tiny cloud forest Norops lizard, enjoys living in the bedroom of her human housemates, 
holding tightly to the bedroom curtain as she sleeps. But now, suddenly, her beloved curtain is 
gone! Disappeared without a trace! Vanished! 


What will she do? Where will she sleep? Is she homeless? She is calmed by the wise words of 
her friend, Aron, who explains that she can’t be “homeless’— the whole world is her home! 


In their explorations, the little lizards visit the rose garden, where they find all they are looking 
for: food, shelter, adventure--and new friends. The garden offers something special to each kind 


of animal. 


At the end of the day, Nora realizes that she still loves her curtain, but she no longer needs it in 
quite the same way! 


By leaving behind her comfort zone and her familiar curtain, Nora finds she has now got a much 
bigger world to enjoy. 


Read on and see what lessons a tiny cloud forest lizard might learn in a rose garden... 
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| wake up early and crawl down from my curtain, thinking it is going to be a 
perfectly ordinary day... 


I’m Nora. 


! usually live indoors, but I’ve been getting outside more lately, doing a bit of running. 


It feels great to stretch my legs, all four of them! 


Do you like to stretch 
your legs— however 
many you happen to 
have? 


When | get back from my run, my friend Aron is 
waiting for me by my window. He looks worried. 


He’s a Norops lizard, like me. 


He says, “Nora! 
Come look! Your 
curtain is gone!” 


So the two of us race to the bedroom. 


| leap up onto the bed, and -- Aron is right. 
My curtain IS gone! 


| see that the sheets and pillowcases are gone, too. 


And then | understand what has happened! 


My housemates have thrown my lovely curtain into 
the washing machine! 


Has that ever happened to you? 
Someone decides to wash the very thing 
you are using — your shirt, your blanket, 
your teddy bear? 


Oh, | understand.... Humans (like my housemates) have to do a lot of cleaning. 


They wear clothes, so they do laundry. 
They eat off of plates, so they wash dishes. 
They walk around in shoes, so they sweep floors. 


A lizard’s life is so much easier-- we don’t need brooms or plates or clothes or shoes. 


We just shed our skin now and then. Simple! 
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But... what now? 


| have no curtain to hang onto. 
I’ve always had my curtain. 

I’m used to having my curtain. 
| already miss my curtain. 


The more | think about it, the more 
desperate it seems. 


I say to Aron: “What am | supposed 
to do? Does this mean I’m 
homeless?” 


“Nora,” he says in a kind voice, “you’re a Norops lizard. You can’t be homeless, 
because the whole world is your home! 


Just find out which part of it suits you best.” 


Good, sensible Aron! | think about his 
words, and little by little my problem 
seems to get smaller. 


Aron says, “Forget the curtain for now, Nora. Let’s spend the day outside, in the rose garden. 


Will you come with me?” 


“Of course!” 1 say. | love adventure, 
and the warm sun on my back 
makes me feel better right away. 


And with a flick of our long tails, 
off we go to the rose garden! 


Roses! 
Even before we get to the garden, 


the scent of roses is in the air. 
What a sweet, lovely aroma! 
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People capture the rich 
smell of roses and put it in 
perfume, laundry soap, 
hand cream, and more! 


But putting my nose right among 
the roses and breathing that 
scent is awesome! 


There are roses everywhere! 


The new flowers start with a little green bud... 
The bud opens... 
Soft pink petals spread out and grow... 


Until at last there is a dazzling rose flower with a 
delightful sweet fragrance... 


“There’s more to the rose garden than just 
flowers,” says Aron. “Look!” 


Some animals are using the rose 
bushes as shelter. 


This small creature has 
wrapped a leaf around 
itself like a blanket... 


A daddy-longlegs 
is hiding under a 
leaf-- when we 
check under the 
leaf, we see him! 


“Rose leaves are 
good food for some 
animals,” Aron says. 


The caterpillars will 
eat, grow, make 
cocoons, and turn 
into moths and 
butterflies! 


We watch caterpillars 
chomping through leaf 
after leaf! 


Watching the caterpillars eat has made me hungry. Is there food 
in the rose garden for lizards? 


I find lots of great choices: 
spiders, red-eyed flies, 
centipedes, bugs, and 
more. | help myself to a 
bite or two. 

Mmmmm! 


A praying mantis is hunting nearby, 
climbing up a rose stem. 


A tiny leafhopper is hiding under a rose leaf. Will the 
leafhopper get away? Will the mantis have a juicy meal? 


Mantises don’t 
usually eat 
Norops lizards, 
but | decide to 
move on. 


And of course there are larger predators that might like to eat a praying mantis 
(or even a lizard). 


A blue-crowned motmot sits on a 
branch above the rose garden. 

She watches everything and 
everyone with her glittering red eye. 


That motmot looks like she’s thinking about the menu! 


| see big eyes and a small green face staring up at me. 
“Hello! Who are you?” | ask. 


“I’m a Grasshopper,” she says. 


“But you're not on the grass! You’re on a bush! 
Shouldn’t we call you a Bushhopper?” This sounds 
funny, and | start to giggle. 


“Not funny,” she says 
sternly. “Not funny at 
all!” 


And then she starts 
giggling too. 


Soon we can’t help 
ourselves and are 
both laughing hard. 


“OK,” | finally say, catching my breath. “Tell me: 
why should we call you a Grasshopper, since you 
aren’t on the grass?” 


This is what she says: 


“Everybody’s got aname. My name is 
Grasshopper. But it’s just a name! 


My name doesn’t matter; | don’t HAVE to stay on 
the grass! 


| can go where | want — grass, trees, rocks, and 
even rose bushes!” 


A tan frog is sitting in the grass. “What kind of frog are you,” | ask. 


a id 


m a Tree Frog,” is his answer. 


Oh, dear, not again, | think to myself. 
“But you're on the ground, not ona tree!” | say. 


“OK, watch this!” he responds. 


He blinks his big eyes once and 
then leaps up onto a tree trunk 
and holds tight with his strong 
toes. 


Then, in his patient croaky voice, he explains: 
“It’s true, I’m a Tree Frog. But that’s just my name! I don’t HAVE to stay on trees! 
| go where | want to go, and I do what | want to do!” 


| get it!” | say. “They’re just NAMES!” 
“GRASShoppers don’t HAVE to stay on GRASS. 
TREE frogs don’t ONLY stay on TREES. 
HOUSEflies don’t ALWAYS go in HOUSES. 


BUTTERflies don’t HAVE TO stay... 


... Wait a minute — why DO we call them 
BUTTERflies P” 


As Aron and | think about that fora moment, | hear a friendly voice. 


“Hello! You’re new here, aren’t you?” says the voice. 


We look around, and we see a Norops lizard 
like ourselves! 


Aron and | look again, and we see two more! 
(They’re all keeping their distance— Norops lizards are territorial). 


“Where are you from?” asks one of them. 


“I live in that house over there,” | reply, pointing with 
my snout. “Most of the time | stay indoors.” 


“Oh, should we call you a House Norops?” asks the smallest lizard, who 
is not much bigger than a rose leaf. 


“Yes! | call myself a House Norops,” | 
tellthem. “But it’s just aname! | 
don’t HAVE to stay in the house! 


| CAN go other places. | even LIKE to 
go other places!” 


“Of course,” they all say, nodding. 


“Of course,” adds 
Aron with a smile. 


“But what’s it like to live in a house?” asks the little one. “What do you do all day? 
What do you eat? How do you sleep?” 


The other lizards settle down to listen. 


So | tell them all 
about it: 


“1 look out my window. | talk with my friend Aron. 
| climb on the furniture. 
| eat moths and crickets and spiders. 


At night, | put my head down and sleep holding onto 
my curtain... well, | used to have a curtain...” 


Then | say, “Will you tell me about yourselves? 
How do you sleep out here in the rose garden?” 


“We hold onto a rose stem, put our heads down, and sleep--just like you.” 


“But rose bushes have thorns. Don’t the thorns get 
in your way?” | wonder. 


“Not at all! Thorns are 
great! Look--we can 
hold onto the thorns 
with our toes!” 


“And sometimes we rest 
our chin on a thorn like a 
pillow! It’s comfy!” 


It’s late afternoon, and shadows are falling in the rose garden. 
Even the roses look tired. It’s time for me to go inside. 


Ce . 


My bedroom will seem different without my curtain, but | know I'll be fine. 


Aron and | walk home together, talking about our adventures. 
We’ve seen new things. We’ve made new friends. 


And we agree — we will always enjoy smelling the roses! 


Aron settles down for the night 
on the porch, and | go inside. 


But as | climb up on the bed, | can 
hardly believe my eyes! 


My CURTAIN is back! 


| leap up... 


But wait... what is that aroma? 
| can smell ROSES! 
Am | dreaming? 


Just then, my two housemates peek in. 


“Oh, look!” she says. “Nora’s back! She’s 
wrapped herself up in her nice clean curtain!” 


He adds, “I hope she likes the rose 
fragrance of our new laundry soap!” 
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HERE IS SOME ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR YOU FROM NORA AND ARON! 


What is a Norops lizard? 

Norops lizards are reptiles; they have four legs and a very long tail. Their skin on their body and head is covered with small 
scales. They lay eggs. They shed their skin from time to time as they grow (and they eat the shed skin!). They have long toes with 
a claw at the end of each toe. Norops lizards are sometimes called anoles or anolis lizards. 


What do Norops lizards eat? 
Norops lizards are carnivores (meat eaters). They feed on tiny insects and spiders which they swallow whole. Favorite foods 
include moths, crickets, spiders, and beetles. As the lizards grow, they eat larger prey. 


When are Norops lizards most active? 
Norops lizards are diurnal animals, which means they are active during the day. Nocturnal animals are active at night; 
crepuscular animals are active around dawn and dusk. 


Are all of the animals in the story found where Nora lives, in the tropical cloud forest in Costa Rica? 

Yes! The number of species here is truly amazing. Tropical regions are famous for having many kinds of creatures all living ina 
single area. High diversity -- having large numbers of different species— is common in tropical habitats. All of the animals in the 
story were seen in the rose garden. 


Do praying mantises ever eat Norops lizards? 
Yes, but lizards are not their usual prey. Mantises are carnivores, and they eat a varied diet. They like caterpillars, crickets, flies, 
moths, and beetles-- and sometimes they eat other mantises! They do look ferocious but are completely harmless to people. 


NOW HERE ARE SOME QUESTIONS FOR YOU! Are you ready? 


Nora says she likes to “stretch all four of her legs”! Do you like to run fast? Would you run faster with four 
legs? What if you had six legs, like an insect? 


Nora was upset when her curtain was put in the laundry. Have you ever had someone decide to wash your 
favorite T-shirt or blanket or stuffed toy just when you were using it? 


Do you enjoy walking in gardens and noticing the plants and animals there? 
Do you like the smell of roses? Where have you smelled them? Gardens? Grocery stores? Florist shops? 


The animals in the rose garden were eating leaves, using the leaves for shelter, hunting small animals for 
food, and were also just enjoying the flowers. What would you like best about visiting a rose garden? 


The chemicals that make roses smell so nice are captured and used in shampoo, soap, cologne, candles, 
moisturizing cream, air freshener, laundry detergent, and many other things. Have you smelled the scent of 
roses in any of those products? 


The roses in this story were pale pink or white. Roses come in many colors (red, white, pink, yellow, orange, 
and even purple). Have you seen roses of different colors? What is your favorite color? 
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In the morning we like to sit on the back porch with a 


. “=) smell the roses. During the day, the doors of our house are 
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The “Nora” books are based on the true story of a Norops 
\ lizard that took up residence in our bedroom. We have 
: enjoyed knowing Nora and Aron, watching their many 
adventures, and living as their housemates. We hope you 
like them too. 


